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Brussels, 17 January 2018 

 
 
José Miguel Fernandez Sastrón, President of SGAE 
CC: Carlos López, Secretary General of SGAE 
 
 
Dear Mr Sastrón, 

 
I am writing to you from the International Confederation of Music Publishers (ICMP) – the global 
voice of music publishing - in relation to the recent developments negatively impacting music 
publisher members of SGAE. 
 
We have learned that Emi Songs Spain S.L., Musical Editions Warner Bros, S.A. and peermusic 
Española, S.A.U were all barred from SGAE’s Board of Directors on 11 December 2017, following 
your personal decision not to defend their case, and subsequently, to impose their expulsion 
without any hearing at the governing bodies of SGAE and in contradiction to a provisional Court´s 
order against this action.  We believe these actions are not supported by law and call on you, as 
the individual responsible, for an immediate reversal of your unilateral actions. 
 
ICMP is outraged by all of these actions, which once again show your complete lack of respect 
towards your most important constituent: the national and international community of authors, 
composers and music publishers SGAE has the honour and fiduciary responsibility to represent in 
Spain. 
 
Your personal decision to bar these three publishers from the Board is invalid, as the Court has 
already stated, due to the fact that the judgement from the Spanish Court of First Instance is a 
declaratory judgment and the decision has been appealed.   
 
In addition, we have learned that SGAE is attempting to replace these three democratically elected 
music publishers with other publishers who were never previously elected by SGAE´s voting 
members and who might have relationships with the anomalous night music distribution. We find 
it preposterous that SGAE would even contemplate replacing democratically elected publishers 
with those who are now under judicial investigation for their links to the “wheel” practise, which 
WIPO condemned in July last year.  
 
Moreover, we understand that SGAE opted to only marginally apply WIPO’s binding decision as 
evidenced in the December 2017 distribution, which shows that any improvement to the situation 
is virtually undetectable. This means that you have not complied with your obligations.  
 
Due to the gravity of the situation, which prohibits the participation of three board members, as is 
their legal right, ICMP supports our Spanish publisher members’ decision to no longer attend any 
of your meetings until it is resolved. As you must realise, this calls into question the legal validity of 
any decisions made during this interregnum. As mentioned during our meetings and countless 
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correspondence, our concerns are now so high that we fully support our members who are 
exploring alternative licensing possibilities to protect their repertoire, and the authors and 
composers they represent worldwide who are now being treated unfairly and in contravention to 
SGAE’s fiduciary responsibility to them.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Coco Carmona  
Director General 
 
CC:  Chris Butler, Chair of ICMP  
        Rafael Artero, President OPEM  
        Teresa Alfonso, President AEDEM  
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